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S-1609. 2

SENATE BI LL 6014

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kline, Parlette, Kohl-Wlles and Keiser

Read first tinme 02/21/2005. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commer ce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to ensuring that enployers are not charged for
clains made due to injuries during energencies or disasters; and
anendi ng RCW 51. 16. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW51.16.130 and 1972 ex.s. ¢ 43 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) VWhenever there shall occur an accident in which three or nore
enpl oyees of an enployer insured with the state fund are fatally
injured or sustain permanent total disability, the anount of total cost
ot her than nedical aid costs arising out of such accident that shall be
charged to the account of the enployer, shall be tw ce the average cost
of the pension clains arising out of such accident. The entire cost of
such acci dent, exclusive of nmedical aid costs, shall be charged agai nst
and defrayed by the catastrophe injury account.

(2) In the event of an energency or disaster as defined in RCW
38.52.010(6)(a), if the private sector is asked by state or |oca
nmuni cipalities to assist in the life and rescue phase, claim costs
incurred as a result of any ensuing injuries shall not be charged to
the enpl oyer of record.
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(3) For the purposes of this section, "life and rescue phase" neans
the first seventy-two hours after the occurrence of a natural or nman-
made disaster in which a state or nunicipal corporation, including | aw
enforcenent, acknow edges or declares such a disaster and requests
assi stance fromthe private sector in locating and rescuing Survivors.
The initial life and rescue phase may be extended for a finite period
of tinme by declaration of the state or nunicipal corporation.

~-- END ---
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